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Private 7392 Edward Bentley
16t" Battalion, Manchester Regiment
Killed in Action — 9" July 1916

Remembered on the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing (Pier 13A
and 14C)

| have used published accounts, National Archives records, Battalion War
Diaries and my own personal library to piece together the World War 1 service
record of Edward. Sadly, 60% of the soldiers’ service records were destroyed

by a German bomb during the Blitz in 1940. Edward’s service record was one of
those that did survive, although badly fire damaged.
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Edward’s Attestation Form reveals that he was 29 years old when he signed up
and was living in Bury, married and working as a miller. It is dated 18 January
1915.

o,
T

SHORT SERVICE.

(For the Duration of the War). P qP

ATTESTATION OF
No. /792 Name Z/c!./ i {'%v,/&é/,_ ' Corps b8 A s

Questions to be put to the Recruit b%ore enlistment,
AEWHat is your name 2uu. . it Suveeesneernnneeinnonnes b oo R TR

A
ﬂ’

9. What is your full Addr&'l{

8. Are you a British Subject ?.....ceiuiiinaiinaiinanns .

- Have you ever served in any branch of His Majesty’s
Fo'ces, naval or military, if so,* whi

. Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated ?

Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service

Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its (Name
meaning, and who gave it to you ?.. e Se AT oy

11. Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided Hls Majesty

should so long require your services ?

For the duration of the War, at the end of whichiyouw will be rhschatged thh all
convenient speed, If employed ‘with Hospitals, depots of Mounted Units, and as Clerks, cte.,

you may be retained after the termination of Hostilities until your services can be spared, but
such retention shall in no case exceed six mont]

I ‘s /T A L{ Pas do solemnly declare that- the abol
made by me to the above questions are true, add that I am willing to fulfl the engagements made.

it = Y SIGNATURE OF

e ﬁ_/_...—_ism.uu of Wi
OATH TO BE TAKEN BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION.

o, Al swear by Almighty God, ¢
VeTaithiul and bear true Allcgiance to His Mjesty King George the Tifth, His Heirs and Successors, and that I will, as in du
honcstly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heits ccessors, in Person, Crown, and dignity against all enemies, a8
serve and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Biiouen Aot e Coonale wod Ol s ot help &

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.

Recruit above named was cautioned by e that if he made any false snswer to aay of the above quest
tiable £ be punished as provided tn the Army A o
‘The above questions were then read to the Becruit fn my proseace
I have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to cach question has been duly entere
the said Recruit hu made and sigaed the declasation and taken the oath before me u i
on this day of 7 22 e ¥
'Signature of the Justice

% t Certificate of Approving Officer.
1 certify that this Attestation of the above-named Recruit is correct, and prop
have been complied with. T accordingly approve, and appoint him to the t 4G
It mimfx by special authority, Army Form B. 203 (or other authority for tif &
q =
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This document provides a physical description of Edward and shows was
married to Selina in November 1908 and they had a child in April 1909. The
dates suggest that Selina was pregnant when they married!

The form also reveals that Edward completed his basic training between
January 1915 and August 1915. He was then posted to the Western Front on
7% April 1916. Finally, it reveals he went “missing” on 9" July 1916, the day the
Battalion attacked the enemy within Trones Wood during the Battle of the
Somme.

{ ﬁ é}t ENLISTMENT.

#% all maks. To eorrespond wikh eatries on the Medical History Sheet.

n

s _years_ months. Height__ _rm___nd:'u
o Mr;nm Girth when fully expanded inches.
Rasige of expansion * __ inches.,
Distinotive marks b
INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY RECRUIT.
Name and Address of next gf kin__ <7 e bue e L 20ncf ot e

7,2,@14\/;“'7.,,@,;(1"’/'2‘|“ i ip_ }7}/1-/4_ By

> |
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Selina was awarded a pension follow her husband’s death:

18201) Wi 48040A/1, 80,000 1/17. R. & L., Lid Widows—Form 3.

er communication on this MINISTRY OF PENSIONS
ld be addressed to :—
(Widows and Dependants Branch),
y of Pensions
(Wldow- and Dependants Branch), 45, GROSVENOR ROAD,
45, Grosvenor Road,

London, S W, f L LONDON, S.W,
and the following number quoted. %

and_ ML childrens with effect from the

The Officer issuing Separation Allowance has been info

the award.
The Pension will be paid from the Pension Issue Office.

The certificates received in support of the application have:

returned to the widow. !L-"vﬁ).
I am, SIR,

Your obedient Servant,

TP ‘Officer in Charge of Records,

gg Lrenlar

51
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To the Officer in charge of Records,
Ay~ t0 16,
The Particulars are as follows :—
Name in full = Ohn ™5 Poerdbao .
Address 9/, O, 1iopl T TFDS OMW
Relationship .;(’g}g_a ol

Rates of allowance Separation Allowance
paid

Allotment of pay
denfe >
Last date to which the allowances Srave—bees paid
RE
u o
| o4 P
%Eeguéenml Paymaster, .
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Selina wrote a letter to the War Office in 1919 asking for more
information about her husband.
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So what happened to Edward during his time in France and on that fateful July
day?

The Battle of the Somme began on 1% July 1916 and the Battalion, full of
volunteers, attacked German positions at Montauban in the south of the
battlefield. Whilst the day is infamous because of the complete failure of the
attack, the Manchester Pals achieved all of their objectives on this day. It was a
brilliant attack. The Battalion Diary provides a comprehensive report:

Brief Report of Operations carried out
gty bv 16th Manchester .eblment on July 1lst/2nd.

(In accordance with Bde. Operation Order Ho 23.)

Julw izg 9 !-
Left Asseumbly trenches 8-3%0 am in foriation as previously
practised. ioved up as close a8 possible to ocur artillery
barrage and halted about 9-20 awn. Mgintained communications

with the 17th Manchester Regt. on our right, but were under
heavy machine gun and rifle fire from our left rear, being
unsupported by troops on our left. At 9-'5 am on the artillery
arrage lifticg, mno ‘supporting troops still Ahn*aVing on our
left and the hestile ! ne gun fire still being very severe,
the advance could not >e continued. At 10-5 am, on the
appearance of the leading troops attacling on our 1
continued the advance and without a oheck passed through
'ONTAUBAL and seized and occupied NONTAUBAN ALLEY at 10-30 am
and imrediately proceeded to congolidate as follows:- A.,3.,
and C. hovpunie; VONTAUBAN ALLEY; D.Company edge of village
.1bo Keeps . and D., and esta o!lsnec H.Q. in Valley trench
edi tely S. of D. Keev

out 9-30 pm enery attacked againi
8 0.0- sent barrage placed on our x
too short ), attack held up by i.G. d rifle fire, and
eventually w1nn01uwz under cover of darknass.

During night 1st/2nd continual obombardment from E. and N.
with heavy sne] 16

At 3-30 am on the 2nd enemy counter-attacked alon. the wrgla
front, 5.0.8. sent, but no vreply for 15 minutes: brought to
a BouCSui’7 .long front at 250 yds distance.

um of attacking troops estimated at two ttalions:
rcked about 8C0 yds.
7 entered MONTAUBAN ALLBY on our right and a bombing
nter ensued with our zht flank. Agked 0.C. MONTAUBAX
for support and oue COmL, v iedidtely placed at my disposal,
and two platoons sent o reinforce. About 5 an heidq"‘rtes
and two leading companies 2nd Wilts arrived to relieve.The
enemy counter attack having been withdrawn about 4 a.um, having
suffered heavily from M.G. L.G. and rifle fire, but their
bonbing “xrty left in our trenches.
.elief comrenced zbout 8 am. and battalion withdrawn by

, our front and left,
t front ( a few shells

1-30

tured two guns and 16th Mano Venuer Regt written on them,
also names of men who captured them - and about & hundred
prigoners.

(8ad) C.L.Petrie, Lt.Col.,
Connanding 1€th (8) 3n. 'anchester Reginent.
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The Battalion attacked from what was until that day a German trench called
Train Alley.

The objective of the Battalion was Montauban Alley, an important trench
about 200 yards in front of the village. After a cold night in the assembly
trenches, the battalion moved off at 8.30am. They had to traverse 3,000 yards
of shattered trenches and churned up ground, passing through the 21st
Brigade who had already taken their objective. Held up at one point while the
artillery barrage moved forward, they pressed on and poured into Montauban
which was levelled by then, and on to Montauban alley.

Battalion HQ was established in the village and communications set up, A, B
and C Companies consolidated the Alley, touch was obtained with the 17th on
the right, but on the left the flank was open until late in the afternoon when
18th Division came up. The gun pits beyond the alley were rushed and the first
three artillery pieces were taken in the battle of the Somme. By Midday the
Germans had become to shell their positions. At 9.30pm the Germans
launched their counter attack but by 10.15pm it was beaten off. The men
stood to in their trenches all night and suffered through lack of water.

At 3.00am the second German counter attack started as long lines of grey
figures advanced over the ridge. The Battalion responded with rapid and
accurate rifle and Lewis gun fire, but there was only 150 troops manning the
defence of a trench 1000 yards long and no means of contacting the artillery.
Four waves of Germans were fought off but some got into the trench at the
junction of the 16th and 17th battalions, bombers were sent forward to deal
with them but the bombs had run out and a block was established in the
trench to keep them back. At 2.30pm the battalion was relieved by the 2nd
Wiltshire’s, the ammunition they took back was one mills bomb and 300
rounds, but they had held the trench.

On their return to their trenches , the Padre asked for volunteers to bring in
the wounded still laying out in No Mans’ Land, the survivors, all exhausted,
stood up to a man. What was left of the battalion was withdrawn to Happy
Valley off the Bray to Albert Road where they stayed until the 8th when they
returned to their old assembly trenches.
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| took this photograph of the battlefield where they attacked on 1° July 1916:
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Artists’ impression of the successful attack on Montauban:
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Memorial to the Liverpool and Manchester Pals who took Montauban on that

THE
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B élay stock photo

On the evening of 8" July 1916 the Battalion arrived in Cambridge Copse and
was ordered to attack Trones Wood on the following day.

They suffered from artillery fire as they moved up to their jumping off position
in a sunken road at 6.40pm. Despite heavy fire from shrapnel, high explosive
and machine guns they managed to take the southern part of the wood with
little loss and dug in 60 yards from the south western edge.

There were many casualties in the wood caused by snipers and also because
some men got lost.
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The Battalion Diary provides an hour by hour report on the fighting in Trones

Wood:
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16 officers and 575 other ranks went into Trones Wood on that day.

8 officers and 181 other ranks became casualties, including an incredible 85
missing which included Edward. They were lost in the deep undergrowth and
chaos of Trones Wood. The wood has never been cleared so Edward, and
thousands of others, are probably still there.

[ ] @
4., 5 WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.
/vl f 7 d or
_INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. i ;
(Brdee: heiding: ok soquiveds) 3 Tory- Pace b.

Summary of Events and Tnformation

S
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Trones Wood in 1916

And the same scene a year later. Somewhere in the wood Edward’s body

remained
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In August 2015, | took this photograph of Trones Wood, where Edward killed:
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| also took these photos in Trones Wood in January 2016:
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It was eventually established that 41 men of the Battalion were killed that day,
including Edward. Such was the chaos that only 2 of them have a marked grave
and they are buried in the nearby Bernafay Wood Cemetery. The other 39 have
no known grave and are remembered on the Thiepval Memorial.

Rest in peace Edward Bentley
Terry Whenham
February 2018
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